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Methodology

The purpose of the research was to identify the factors that have positive or negative impact on the

engagement of boys and girls in informal activities in the process of gender socialization.

Objectives of the research:

1. Determination of the level of public awareness on gender socialization;
2. Revealing the current attitudes about gender roles;
3. Identification of factors promoting students’ awareness on gender roles.

Key issues that include the research:

. Perception of their gender identity by the students and satisfaction with it;
. Determining the impact of parents, peers and teachers on the formation of gender identity;
. Identify different expectations from parents, peers and teachers on gender grounds and

their impact on the student’s socialization;
. The impact of gender identity and beliefs on the formation of students’ interests.

. The impact of gender views / behaviours studied in kindergartens on the positions

established during the school years.
Target audience:

Within the framework of the research it was important to study the school as well as the pre-school
(kindergarten) experience; In addition, its diverse impact on the equal engagement of boys and girls

in informal activities should be analysed. The following target groups were therefore specified:

. Students (7-12 grades)



School teachers

Kindergarten teachers

Parents of students and kindergarten beneficiaries
Method of study:

The qualitative research methods, in particular, focus group and group discussion, were selected,
which were carried out via Zoom platform, taking into account the epidemiological situation. The
online-meeting was recorded through video and audio means and the respondents were informed

about it.

Selection:

In the selection process it should be important to take the following factors into account:
The research should be conducted in the west and east regions of the country;

The research should be conducted in the regions that are distinguished by a relatively small
number of NGOs working in the strengthening of children and young people (taking into

consideration the number of students);

The research should be conducted in the regions that are distinguished by a relatively large
number of NGOs working in the strengthening of children and young people (taking into

consideration the number of students).

Finally, the research was implemented in Tbilisi, Guria and Kvemo Kartli regions. Within the scope

of the research, there were 13 focus groups and 4 group discussions with the following audience:
Girls from 7 to 9 grades
Boys from 7 to 9 classes
Girls from 10 to 12 grades
Boys from 10 to 12 classes
Kindergarten educators / managers
School directors / teachers
Parents
Totally 114 respondents took part in the meetings.

The transcripts of meetings were drafted, which were developed using the program NViVo and the
Final Report was elaborated.



Final conclusion

In accordance with the results of the research, family education, school and pre-school grade
education have a significant impact on students in the process of self-perception of their own gender
identities. The impact of parents, peers and teachers on the formation of gender identity is quite
extensive. It was revealed, that in the process of socialization, the respondents, whether consciously
or subconsciously, are mostly guided by socially acceptable attitudes and behaviour patterns, which,
in numerous occasions, exist in hidden form; namely, it became obvious, that the activities in the
families are still allocated on the grounds of sex, in addition, the respondents’ attitude, that
sometimes neglecting child's interests and desires is justified (because they believe, that this
behaviour is more useful than harmful for children) indicates the lack of awareness on children’s
rights among a certain part of the parents; Consequently, this behaviour contains the signs of

violence against children.

In the light of the foregoing, the existence of different expectations from parents, peers and teachers
on gender grounds contributes to the formation and/or modification of students’ interests.
However, pursuant to the results of the research, the standards set for girls are much tougher than
in the case of boys. Perhaps, this is one of the reasons why the boys more frequently express
satisfaction with their own sex than the girls. In addition, various restrictions or prohibitions set
for the girls may be related to the fact that the respondent girls' future plans are less ambitious, than

boys.

The research also revealed that educational institutions mostly struggle to comply with the
requirements of the National Curriculum, which acknowledges the equality of girls and boys, but
at the level of attitudes, in some cases, only declared knowledge is expressed, without the other two
categories of knowledge (procedural and conditional knowledge), which gives us the reason for
assumption, that certain part of the teachers of the educational institutions couldn’t understand the
values, which have a significant impact on the development process of a student / kindergartener.
Moreover, in some cases, certain part of teachers (both in kindergartens and schools) believe that
in the case of detecting masculine characteristics in girls and femininity in boys, the education
system should care to inhibit these traits among students with the specific mechanisms, for example,

individual working of the specialist.

Such attitudes of adults are somehow reflected in the process of formation of opinions among
students, however, based on the results of the research, gender stereotypes are more common
among boys. The fact that boys were frequently focusing on their superiority over the girls and the

important role of men in the family gives us the reason for this assumption.

Pursuant to the results of the research, there is some correlation between the students’ engagement
in informal circles or activities (the major directions of which are the human rights, democracy,

civil society building) and their tolerant attitudes / opinions in the context of gender. It should be



noted that the above circles are largely a subject of girls’ interest. This makes us to think, that girls

have more adequate views on the gender issues than boys.

Key findings

Family education practice

. During socialization, mother is mostly responsible for family, i.e. personal education of a
child. Besides mother, other female family members are mostly involved in this socially controlled
process - senior sister or grandmother. The degree of fathers’ engagement in the above-mentioned

process is often minimal, their employment is named as a reason for it.

. Imposing the major responsibilities on mothers in the process of education is considered by

the respondents as a standard that is justified by the historical context of Georgia.

. Young people are more or less involved in the implementation of family activities, but
elements of segregation are evident — women’s duties and men’s duties are separated from each
other. Men's duties include such activities as gardening, transportation of luggage, agricultural
works (requiring physical strength), and dish washing, housecleaning, cooking are considered as

women’s activities.

. The student boys, taking part in the research, mostly have the experience of fulfilling family
activities, while the student girls mostly structurize their duties and mention that their main task
is to get education; accordingly, there is no time to engage in other family activities, which is why

they frequently become the subjects of critics from family members.

Pre-school education level

. According to the kindergarten educators, in the process of children’s socialization, the
preschool education promotes the development of the main values, which is an important

prerequisite for realization of children's immanent abilities and qualities.

. According to the kindergarten educators and parents, the kindergarten environment is free
from gender stereotypes. The reason for this is the thematic learning introduced in preschool
institutions. According to the educators, stereotypical attitudes are more likely revealed by the

children’s parents.

. Some part of the kindergarten educators, consider that it is important to establish
educational measures (special curricula, enhanced work of multidisciplinary team, etc.) in case of
revealing deviant behaviour by the child, with the help of which the child will understand social
norms established by the society.



General education level

. The overwhelming majority of students get informal education in or outside the schools.
The positive impact of informal education on the personal formation of the young man is

significant.

. Girls are more engaged than boys in the informal activities (except for sports activities) or
clubs. The reason for this is the gender views of boys, according to which the engagement in such

a process destroys their masculine nature.

. The passivity of boys toward the engagement in various activities is often resulted by
leniency towards them from teachers and in general, from society. As a result, an acceptable and

favourable environment is established for male students.

. Sexual identity mostly defines the extra-curricular activity. In most cases, girls are
responsible for cleaning the classroom, organizing events, and boys — to take part in the already
organized events / or performing tasks that are identified as "man's work" and require physical

strength.

. Girls are characterized as being more responsible students than boys. According to the
respondents’ opinion, exactly due to this factor girls prevail over boys in the context of academic

performance.

. Person’s sexual identity is perceived as a significant factor for having special interest and/or

talent toward certain technical or humanitarian subjects.

. Teachers’ opinion, that they do not differentiate students according to their sexual identity
and do not set different criteria, contradicts student’s discourse: the latter name different
characteristics, which are demanded by the teachers from boys and girls. Such result gives us a
reason for the assumption that teachers fail to understand information / knowledge obtained
through trainings or other methods on the gender issues and to introduce it into practice;

theoretical knowledge is not reflected in their behaviour.

. Students believe that the young person must choose the future profession independently,
taking his/her own interests into account; however, they emphasize the gross interference by the
society in this process, which is mostly caused by gender stereotypes. Consequently, the professions

are divided into feminine and masculine categories.

. Gender is named as one of the basic variable impacting on career development, because it
is considered, that women should overcome a lot more barriers, than men, which is caused by
imposing more responsibilities on women (having family, raising children, fulfilling family affairs,

etc.).



